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FRANCESCA BERSANI 

 

Personal details 

Born in: MONCALIERI (TO)  

Nationality: ITALIAN 

Email: francesca.bersani@unito.it 

ORCID ID: 0000-0002-0343-7078; Scopus ID: 8351212400 

 

Education 

01/2007-01/2011 PhD in Molecular Medicine, Program of Biochemistry and Cellular Biotechnology, 

University of Torino, Italy, and Rockefeller University, New York, NY, USA 

10/2004-07/2006 MSc Degree in Molecular Biotechnology, summa cum laude, University of Torino, Italy 

10/2001-07/2004 BSc Degree in Biotechnology, summa cum laude, University of Torino, Italy 

 

Professional experiences and current position 

07/2021-present Assistant Professor of Biochemistry, Department of Oncology, University of Torino, 

Italy  

10/2014-06/2021 R&D Staff Scientist, Research Center, Società Metropolitana Acque Torino, Italy 

07/2011-10/2014 Research Fellow in Medicine, Massachusetts General Hospital Cancer Center, Harvard 

Medical School, Boston, MA, USA (Laboratory of Cancer Genetics – PI: Daniel A. 

Haber, MD, PhD) 

01/2011-06/2011  Post-doctoral Fellow, Center for Experimental Research and Medical Studies (CeRMS), 

University of Torino, Italy (Laboratory of Molecular Biology – PI: Carola Ponzetto, 

PhD) 

 

Honors 

2010: XXII Pezcoller-Begnudelli Award, Pezcoller Foundation, Trento, Italy 

2009: XXI Pezcoller-Begnudelli Award, Pezcoller Foundation, Trento, Italy 

2007: EMBO Short Term Fellowship, European Molecular Biology Organization 

2005: Best scientific presentation, Fondazione per le Biotecnologie, Torino, Italy 

 

Teaching activity: 

Biochemistry (BSc Degree in Biotechnology, University of Torino, Italy) 

Biochemistry (MSc Degree in Molecular Biotechnology, University of Torino, Italy) 

Translational Biochemistry in Oncology (MSc Degree in Medical Biotechnology, University of Torino, 

Italy) 

Nutritional Biochemistry (BSc Degree in Dietetics, University of Torino, Italy) 

 

Research main topics 

Lung cancer 

Mechanisms of acquired resistance and cell plasticity 

Circulating tumor cells 

Non-coding RNAs 

Repeated elements  

 

 Main projects as PI 

Molecular and functional characterization of circulating tumor cells in small-cell lung cancer 

Studying repeat elements in the pathogenesis of small cell lung cancer 

 

Bibliometry (2005-present) (www.scopus.com) 
H index: 20 

Total number of citations: 2777 

Total number of publications in peer-review journals: 33 
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